
Looking after the environment is 
a long-standing issue in and around 
Cravenwood Primary School. Has 
enough been done?

Currently, there are an increasing 
number of litter picking vehicles in 
the area and there are new Tesco 
facilities. 

This is helping the environment.
Mr Carter is in charge of all the lit-

ter and he recycles around Craven

wood. He cleans the litter by using 
a manual litter picker around the 
school. Mr Carter also recycles all 
of the paper using Tesco machines.

Miss Strange is in charge of the 
school council. 

She said: “The key is that the 
world belongs to everyone and we 
need to treat it with respect.”

Mr Carter said: “The school alto-
gether recycled 1410kg of paper.”

He also said: “We have saved 24 
trees and 2.5 tonnes of carbon di-
oxide.”

Overall, the litter and recycling 
has improved over these last few 
weeks. 

 

HUNDREDS of parents packed the school 
hall to watch song, dance and  drama per-
formances from each year as Cravenwood 
Primary celebrated the opening of their 
new school building.

The new facility - which took 18 months 
to complete - boasts a new library, staff 
room, and 12 state-of-the-art classrooms.

After parents feasted on a delicious lunch, 
pupils were introduced to the wondrous-
world of bubbles by entertainer Sam Sam 
the Bubble Man.

Balloons were also released to celebrate 
the opening, with each year competing to 
see whose would be returned first.

Also attending the event was former Cra-
venwood pupil and actress Lauren Thomas, 
who is currently starring in BBC drama 
Waterloo Road Revisited.

‘Now the school is 
much more enjoyable 
for everyone - and defi-
nitely more spacious’

She said: “I know that the children who 
are lucky enough to go to Cravenwood will 
have a great education and experience and 
be taught by amazing teachers who are ded-
icated to helping the children be the best  

they can be in a safe, caring and enjoyable 
environment. 

“And now it is much more enjoyable for 
everyone, and  definitely more spacious.

“I still don’t know how the whole school 
managed to cram into that little hall for as-
semblies - but I have fond memories of that 

hall because that is where I did my first act-
ing.”

Martin Crowther of Building Solutions, 
who constructed the building, said: “If Mrs 
Heatley could bottle what she has created 
here at Cravenwood, she would be a mil-
lionaire.”
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SMILES ALL ROUND: L - R: Year 6 pupil Ameer Ahmed, Waterloo Road Revisited ac-
tress and former Cravenwood pupil Lauren Thomas, Cravenwood Primary Headteacher 
Gudrun Heatley, Martin Crowther, Project Manager, Building Solutions, Year 6 pupil 
Yasmin Siddique & Project Manager Qumer Khan. L - R front: Ragd Atiah, 4, and Lenny 
Coogan, 4
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EYESORE: There is still litter about Cravenwood; but the situation has improved

Parents are parking their cars in 
Cravenwood’s parking area. 
This is a hazard for children 
because they can get hurt. But 
although this is a big issue, it can 
easily be solved. 
Despite many letters going out, 
parents are still parking in the staff 
car park. 
This has been an on-going issue 
and the school is concerned for the 
welfare of the pupils. 
Mr Carter always stands in front of 
the school gates, guarding at home 
time and in the morning. 

Parents are concerned about their 
child being involved in a car 
accident. A parent said: “There 
have been two accidents already.”
Some parents have suggested that 
we should have badges for staff, 
and that we should also have a 
zebra crossing.
Miss Bradbury, an assistant teach-
er, said: “We should have double 
yellow lines, for it stops parents 
parking outside of school.”
Mr Carter, the caretaker who 
guards the car park, said: “We 
should have a petition about road 
safety.”
The parents are parking along the 
gates. This is blocking the road 
way so the staff can not get out.

CONCERNS: Caretaker Mr Carter

Miss Strange, who teaches Year 5, 
said: “More people should walk to 
school.”
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Press Ganged!
This newspaper has been brought to you by the intrepid 

reporters of Year 6 Press Gang.
Earlier this year, the 50 students explored every inch of 

the school to unearth the stories that make Cravenwood 
tick.

They learnt the difference between news and features; 
how to take notes; interview; listen; and above all, be 
BRAVE and CURIOUS journalists.

Students interviewed other pupils, teachers, dinner 
ladies, parents, staff and even head teacher Gudrun 
Heatley to get to the bottom of the issues that matter. 
Our snappers took the pictures that tell the stories.

Helped by journalist Helen Clifton, Year 6 teachers 
Lorna Casey and Karen White, and teaching assistant 
Saadia Khan, the students also wrote about the people 
and places in the wider community of Cheetham Hill.

We hope you like the Cravenwood Chronicle and 
appreciate our efforts to give you this slice of life at our 
vibrant, exciting, and very NEWSWORTHY School!
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Cheetham Life
The Year 6 reporters were given a brief to go out into  

Cheetham Hill and write about an aspect of the town.
Our journalists vox popped locals on where they buy their 

threads, and what inspires their unique sense of style.
 They investigated the exotic array of food available on offer 

in the High Street, what makes it a great place to shop, and 
where shopkeepers source their produce.

The area’s great array of cafes and take-aways were also 
asked their opinion on what makes Cheetham Hill such a 
gastronomically rich area.

Reporters also wrote about cars, and photographed their 
favourite automobiles.

Students went into the local Tesco to interview staff and 
shoppers about why they enjoy working and shopping there.

We rifled through bargains at the local charity shops to dig 
out some hidden gems and find out where the proceeds from 
sales end up.

And we explored the local park, meeting dog-walkers and 
people enjoying the open air.

Here are some of the pictures that capture the day.



CRAVENWOOD School has 
had many new entrants from 
Libya and Iraq and English is a 
new language for most of them.

Because English isn’t their first 
language they can have prob-
lems with their education. There 
are interpreters who help them 
with their English.

Year 6 pupils have been inter-

viewing children who have dif-
ficulties with English. They’ve 
been finding out the difference 
between their country and the 
UK. 

Many have described Libya as 
hot, home and an exciting place. 
Muram in Year 3 claimed that in 
the UK she first saw a fire extin-
guisher. 

Many kids saw PS2 and trav-
elled on an aeroplane for the first 
time in the UK, which is amaz-
ing for them. Abdula in Year 3 

described schools in the UK as 
places where, ‘you have every-
thing you need.’  
‘Muram in Year 3 

claimed that in the 
UK she first saw a 
fire extinguisher ’ 

The translator who helped the 
reporters did a very good job. 

Mr Elsadig, who started work-
ing on June 2009, said that the 
newcomers will contribute to 

Cravenwood because, ‘variety is 
the spice of life.’ He also claimed 
that working with children with 
different cultures is interesting 
and amazing. 

Teachers think that having 
mixed children from different 
cultures is a good idea to the 
school. Having children who 
come from other countries could 
be a little hard. Year 6 teacher-
Miss White helps new people 
by letting them play computer 
games which are educational. 

NEW ARRIVALS: L - R Ali Firas, originally from Iraq, poses with fellow Cravenwood Year 6 pupil Ali Jaffri and new 
Libyan arrival Modathir Shtawi

Arabians enter Cravenwood 
By Ali Jaffri and 

Ali Firas

Cravenwood School is constantly 
receiving students from Arab coun-
tries.Arabic students face difficul-
ties in learning how to write and 
read English.

The solution for this problem is 
providing interpreters and teaching 
assistants. But also, students must 
pay attention to the teachers and 
they should focus on their daily les-
sons.

On Tuesday, 18th January 2011, 
we focussed on this important issue 
by conducting many interviews 

with Cravenwood students from 
different Arabic counties including 
Libya, Sudan and Iraq.

The reason for that is to reflect on 
their experience in learning English. 
The main questions we asked each 
student were, ‘Do you face difficul-
ties in learning English - and why?’

We also asked them about the role 
Cravenwood should have in helping 
them overcome this problem.

Many students had faced - and are 
still facing - many difficulties in 
learning English because there is a 
big difference between Arabic and 
English in both alphabet and pro-
nunciation.

On the other hand, some students 

don’t face any difficulties in learn-
ing mathematics because the figures 
that we use in the UK were origi-
nally Arabic.

All students confirmed that the 
administration of Cravenwood did 
a lot to help them overcome this 
problem, by providing interpreters 
and teaching assistants. They are 
really grateful for this. 

In addition to that, the school are 
urging the Arab students who know 
how to speak English to help the 
others who don’t.

A teacher in the Libyan Arabic 
school in Manchester said that one 
of the problems that face Arab stu-
dents is that the education system 

in British schools is very advanced 
compared to the Libyan one. 

But students must do a lot to learn 
English, because it is the first inter-
national language and they will ben-
efit from it to improve their future.

Another lady who also teaches 
Libyan Arabic students said that 
parents have a great role in helping 
their children learn English.

Finally, despite the difficulties the 
Arab students face in Cravenwood, 
it has been noted that students have 
a great desire to learn English. They 
are so grateful to the teachers, as-
sistants and interpreters for the ef-
fort they are making in order to help 
them.

by Aiman Ibrahim, Heger 
Nasradeen & Modathir Shtawi, 
with many thanks to inter-
preter Elsadig Eltai

The Language Challenge
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Mrs Rogers has been 
working in nursery as a 
foundation 
stage teacher 
for the first 
ever time. 
Why has 
she moved 
to such a 
younger age 
group?

Mrs Rogers 
who switched from Year 5 
at the end of the autumn 
term, has easily adapted 
into the nursery life. 

She says working in nurs-
ery is a much more physi-
cal job then she expected.

 
The reason she moved 

was because the school was 
on a hunt for a new nurs-
ery teacher. She was up for 
the challenge.

At first she found it dif-
ficult to settle into a much 
younger age group com-
pared to Years 5 and 6.

ADAPTED QUICKLY: Mrs Rogers

But she took on board 
that she had the experience 
from her own children, 
aged one and four.

When Mrs Rogers was 
given the job she confi-
dently said, ‘take chal-

lenges when you’re given 
the chance.’ 

Mrs Rogers also said: “I 
like small children so I 

love working 
in nursery.” 

On her first 
day in nurs-
ery she com-
mented, ‘you 
have to be 
awake, alert 
and always on 
the ball.”

Mrs Rogers wants to teach 
nursery year after year be-
cause it’s hard to change 
job too often and she fan-
cies being in nursery. 

She claims nursery is one 
of her life experiences be-
cause it’s one of her biggest 
developments yet. 

She think nursery makes 
it easier for her to be dep-
uty head because she has 
no tension there.

The teaching assistant of 
nursery, Mrs Foster, says 
that you have to be friendly 
and firm to be a good nurs-
ery teacher and Mrs Rog-
ers is doing it all. 

She also said: “She has 
adapted to nursery quicker 
than you could imagine.” 

 
Mrs Rogers has adapted 

into nursery very well and 
quickly. All hopes go to her 
for being happy in nursery.

f

CHALLENGE: Nursery children

By Rabia Rubbab

This term Cravenwood Pri-
mary School has been learning 
about inventors and inventions. 

We interviewed pupils from 
Years 1,2 and 3 and asked them 
what they have been doing in 
their classrooms to do with this 
term’s topic. 
‘Haarris from 

Year One said: ‘I 
made a 3D rocket 
with fire at the 
back’’

Pupils from Years 1,2 and 3 
have made 3D space rockets, 
written fact files about inven-
tors, and have watched Wallace 
and Gromit, to name but a few 
of their activities.

Haarris from Year 1 said: “I 

made a 3d rocket with fire at 
the back.” 

Yousaf and Saad requested 
trips to Eureka and the Mu-
seum of Science and Industry.

Mrs Rahman, a Year 3 teacher, 
said that the inventions theme 
is good because it helps the 
children find out new things.

Year 6 have loved every sec-
ond of this theme, they have 
loved writing biographies and 
autobiographies about different 
kinds of inventors.

Years 1, 2 and 3 want to learn 
more about technology and fa-
mous inventions like the com-
puter, nuclear missiles and light 
bulbs. 

They already have learnt 
about the inventor of rockets 
Robert Goddard and the inven-
tor of the telephone Alexander 
Graham Bell.

A Eureka Moment

By Farwah Bibi  

The    CLC    is   a  community   
learning   centre in  Crumpsall    
which has  been helping   pri-
mary school  to learn technol-
ogy  skills for 11 years.         
With technology  changing    so-
ciety  has not  been able  to keep  
up  with   progressing   changes.

‘The CLC is like 
my life  line   for  
t e c h n o l o g y !    
They   are   there   
whenever   I  want 

them’
The only solution is the CLC be-
cause it’s always up to date with 
the latest gadgets. 
It is part  of  Abraham Moss      
High  School, where staff strive 

to help the pupils.
Year  Six  Cravenwood  school  
teacher  Miss White said:  “The 
CLC is like my life  line   for  
technology !    They   are   there   
whenever   I  want them; what 
ever  I  want  they can help me.”         
Rowena, a  receptionist   from 
the CLC, explained  that  many  
children  have been  work-
ing   on video clips, music, and  
mouse mats.
She   added: “I love my job very 
much.”     
Every year  the  CLC   kindly  
arranges   three  free   sessions 
for primary  schools around 
the area, and is open to   pupils 
from 8:30  in the morning to 
4:30 in the afternoon.
Overall the  CLC is a fantastic  
and fun way of learning new 
things.

Sharing Technology

Trading 
Places

‘She has 
adapted to 

nursery-
quicker than 

you could 
imagine’

By Romaysa 
Akhter
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CARING COMPUTERS: Journalism students creating work in the CLC
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By Duniya Alaw, 
Rubina Culaj, 
Mariyah Khan, 
Nissa Mushtaq, 
Farwah Bibi & 
Yasmin Siddiqui 

 
The STAFF TAughT uS 

how To MAKe A RAFT. 

MY SiDe oF The TeAM 

woN AND ouR RAFT wAS 

STABle BuT The oTheR 

wASN’T!
NexT we All hAD 

RACeS To geT To The 

giANT RoCK iN The 

MiDDle. Al-huMzA 

TippeD ouT oF The 

RAFT!

 ThiS iS ARCheRY. 

ARCheRY iS A FuN  

BuT DANgRouS. 

iF You go You will  

eNJoY iT - BuT Be 

CAReFul, You DoN’T  

wANT To geT STRuCK 

wiTh AN ARRow!

TheSe people FRoM A SChool 

hAVe  

BeeN DoiNg NighT liNe. iT’S 

FuN, AiN’T iT?

The ChilDReN iN RoBiNwooD 

ARe CAReFullY   STAKiNg up 

The CRATeS BeFoRe The TiMeR 

RuNS ouT. ThiS ChAlleNge 

iS CAlleD CRATe ChAlleNge. 

You ShoulD TRY iT, iT’S So 

AMAziNg AND gReAT FuN!

 ThiS iS AT 

NighT wheN we 

hAD TeAM 

ChAlleNge!

Rockin’ Robinwood!

we hAD A FANTASTiC TiMe. iT wAS The expeRieNCe oF A liFe-TiMe. goiNg AwAY FRoM hoMe FoR ThRee DAYS AND Two NighTS wAS woNDeRFul.

At Cravenwood Primary School 
Year Six was getting excited 
about going to Robinwood. 
The great day loomed closer.  
When the coach arrived we 
said goodbye to our parents 
and got on, bursting with joy. 
The coach journey went by in a 
flash. 

It was really different to how 
we expected it to be. Once 
we got to the castle we were 
showed our dorms and told 
our sleeping and activity 
groups. Our group leaders 
introduced themselves and led 
us into the dining room. We 
ate our food (sandwiches, crisp 
and chocolate) and went to the 
conservatory to get a glass of 
water. 

One of our favorite activities 
was climbing and abseiling. 
During that activity we ab-
seiled from five metres high 
down to ground level. We had 
to climb up a tower, get on to 
a platform   and abseil down 
it was really scary when your 
body and bum was same level. 
Then we did climbing it was 
seven metres high, once we 
got to the top we had to abseil 
down.

The Zip Wire was also one of 
our top five activities. In this 
activity we jumped off a 60 
foot high platform and it auto-
matically zoomed us across to 
our team leader. Zip Wire was 
enjoyed by many teachers and 
students because it seems like 
your flying and you can feel the 
breeze hitting your face.

Another activity that was ap-
proved of by many people was 
the Giant Swing. In this your 
teammates had to pull a string 
to yank you as far as you can 
go and then it is all up to you 
to chop the banana after the fi-
nal chop! Then it swings in the 
air 64 feet high and you can 
hear screams from miles away.

Piranha Pool was a great activ-
ity. It was like a real mystery 
where you have to work out 
what it means and find all the 
clues and if you don’t do it 
within the time limit the pira-
nhas come out. It’s all about 
communication and teamwork. 
If you don’t communicate and 
work together then you are 
sure to lose. Piranha Pool is 
extremely fun. 

Last but not least Trapeze. In 
Trapeze you need to climb up a 
wobbly pole and haul yourself 
up on to a platform. Then from 
a kneeling position you need to 
stand up and leap and grab on 
to a metal bar.

So know you now everything 
you need to know about  Year 
Six’s trip to Robinwood.



POM POM PARADE:  Year 6 cheerleader Sinita Kaur struts her stuff as 
part of the Celebration Day performance

EMOTIONAL: Headteacher Gudrun Heatley hugs Year 6 pupil Maria 
Mahmood after being presented with a thank-you gift for her hard work

AWESOME: Headteacher Gudrun Heatley looks on in wonder as a 
pupil is encased in a huge bubble

BALLOON RACE: Ragd Atiah and 
Lenny Coogan grip firmly onto 
balloons about to be released  

SHOWING THE WAY: Year 6 
pupil Al-Hamza Al-Badhdady 
guides parents round the new 
building

JUMPING FOR JOY: Pupils watching SamSam the Bubble Man clamour 
for a chance to be part of his show

SPEECH AND DRAMA: Waterloo Road Revisited actress and former Craven-
wood pupil Lauren Thomas explains why the school is so important to her
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A Fun and Unforgettable Day

HEAVY rain couldn’t put a stop to this party......Cravenwood 
cracked open the bunting and put on an incredible show to
celebrate the opening of their new school building.
18 months ago, pupils and staff embarked on a journey to 
replace the dingy, cramped annexe with a bright, spacious, 
facility-filled school fit for the 21st century and beyond...and on 
Thursday, May 26th, 2011, that dream finally came true.
Cheerleaders flung their pom poms, dancers threw shapes, and ev-
ery  student, from Nursery to Year 6, sung their hearts out.
Playing aliens beamed down from another planet, Year Six  pupils 
mimicked the journey of a Cravenwood pupil as they  learn the 
values of self-respect, awareness and understanding.

And it was clear that, for every member of the school community, 
those values are embodied in the spirit of the new building - and 
will grow as Cravenwood Primary School continues to flourish.



Building 
Creative 

Partnerships
For the past three years, 

Cravenwood has been working 
with Creative Partnerships, the 
government’s flagship creative 
learning programme.

Designed to develop the 
skills of  young  people across 
England, Creative Partnerships 
raises their aspirations, achieve-
ments, skills and life chances.

Over the years, Cravenwood 
pupils have been fortunate 
enough to work with story-teller 
Johnny Woodhams, film-maker 
Will Aldersley, and musician 
Joe Harrison, amongst many, 
many others.

Headteacher Gudrun Heatley 
said being more creative has 
helped the school question their 
curriculum, improve the way 
they teach and given both staff 
and students much more con-
fidence. 

“Creative Partnerships has 
rocked my boat. And if I left 
tomorrow, then it would still 
be here.

“It has changed the way we 
work. The questions we have 
asked are now the thread that 
will run though everything. It 
has strengthened the school 
voice, and left parents feeling 
more confident.”

Artist Mat Cahill has worked 
with the children to design a 
new sculpture for the courtyard 
of the new school building.

Working with the whole 
school, he supported the chil-
dren to come up with visual 
interpretations of their lesson 
subjects. 

Years 5 and 6 then mentored 
the younger students on how 
to creatively explore ideas, fur-
thering their own learning and 
discovery.

Questions like, ‘What does 
learning sound like?’ or ‘What 
does learning smell like?’ 
prompted pupils to come up 
with interesting and quirky 
responses - and encouraged 
them to think more deeply 

about their everyday lives.
The resulting drawing, words 

and designs were then convert-
ed into stencils and superim-
posed onto stone blocks with 
concrete - meaning they will last 
up to fifty years. The interactive 
sculpture can be used for out-
door lessons, play, or anything 
the children want.

Year 6 pupil Sabbah Ali, who 
helped Mat fix the stencils to 
the stone blocks, said: “It’s real-
ly important. It’s not everyday 
you get to do something like 
this.

“It’s great because it repre-
sents what we have done in 
class, in a really interesting 
way.”

“It’s been really fantastic,” 
Mat said. “It’s been really inter-
esting to see new ways of pass-
ing over my role to the children 
and seeing them take it in dif-
ferent directions, and seeing 
them become the artist.”

Several Year 6 pupils have 
also been interviewed for a 
documentary about Creative 
Partnerships and Cravenwood. 

When asked what creativity 
mean to them, pupils said being 
taught by artists had opened 
their minds. 

Duniya Alaw described how 
creativity can be anything - and 
if it smelt, it would be a lemon, 
one of the most versatile of 
fruits. 

Ali Jaffri described how cre-
activity made him feel like an 
actor on a stage, who could play 
any role he wanted. And Sinita 
Kaur said that the motion that 
creative is infinite really spoke 
to her - allowing her to be truly 
herself.

Year 6 teacher Lorna Casey 
said Cravenwood’s creative 
new, intergrated curriculum 
- partly designed by children 
themselves - has reinvigorated 
her love of her job.

“It has really changed the way 
I look at teaching,” she added.
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CAMERA ROLLING: Year 6 pupil Sufiyan Shabir being filmed by Will Aldersley as 
part of a documentary about Cravenwood’s work with Creative Partnerships

CONCENTRATION: Year 6 pupil Yasmin Siddiqui fixes a stencil onto a stone 
block, ready for the design to be sprayed onto the block with concrete

HANDIWORK: Year 6 pupil Sabbah Ali with one of the 
stencils before it is fixed to a stone block

CREATIVE FLOW: Some of the stencils representing 
pupils’ thoughts on when learning is most creative

The very first edition of 
the Cravenwood Chronicle 
would not have been pos-
sible without the hard work 
of the following pupils 
and staff of Year 6: Ameer 
Ahmed, Faraaz Ahmed, 
Haaris Hassan Ahmed, 
Hawwaa Ahmed, Osama 
Ahmed, Tayyabah Ahmed, 
Arzoo Ajmal, Romaysa 
Akhter, Humza Akram, 
Murad Al Bourini, Duniya 
Alaw, Al-Hamza Al-Badh-
dady, Sabbah Ali, Tayyabb 
Safyan Ali, Samaira Aliya, 
Aisha Ashraf, Almatsem 
Atieh, Farwah Bibi, Rubina 
Culaj, Ammara Dudhwala, 
Noman Ejaz, Sara Elagli, 
Ali Firas, Alyanna Flores, 
Zara Ghafar, Ghilmaan 
Hassan, Jasmine Hussain, 
Sabah Irfan Ul-Haq, Ali 
Jaffri, Naiha Kassim, Man-
preet Kaur, Ravinder Kaur, 
Sinita Kaur, Lialla Khalid, 
Madiha Khaliq, Henna 
Khan, Mariyah Khan, 
Maria Mahmood, Farid 
Musayev, Nissa Mushtaq, 
Haleema Rafaqat, Ra-
bia Rubbab, Ikra Salma, 
Sufiyan Shabir, Modathir 
Shtawi, Yasmin Siddiqui, 
Ra’Ees Suleman, Faseeha 
Syeda, Nada Yahay, Miss 
Lorna Casey, Miss Karen 
White, Mrs Saadia Khan, & 
Mr Elsadig Eltai


